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About the Conference
VIRTUAL 2021 GEMSA Providers & Educators Conference
Sessions available online/on-demand November 15 - December 15, 2021

GEMSA has partnered with the Georgia Trauma Commission to provide sessions from the 2021 GEMSA Providers &
Educators Conference held in October in an online virtual format to allow more EMS professionals and nurses to obtain
CE hours. Thanks to this partnership, THIS EVENT IS BEING PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE.
Pre-conference sessions are not available in the virtual platform, only the regular conference sessions.

If you attended the event in-person at Jekyll Island, you are automatically registered for the virtual event and
can watch virtual sessions you didn’t attend in-person and get more CE hours. This is a good opportunity to attend
sessions in a different track or a session you missed. If you attended a session in-person, you will not get credit again for
watching the virtual session.
During the Virtual 2021 GEMSA Providers & Educators Conference, you will be able to watch sessions on your own time
from November 15-December 15. That gives you one month to watch all of the sessions you can. After December 15,
we will turn off the event and issue CE certificates within a few weeks.

Registration:

You must register online by November 10 in order to participate in this virtual event. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Registration is limited to EMS providers and nurses licensed in Georgia only. There is also a limited number of spots
available, so register early! Registration can be completed online at: GEORGIAEMSASSOCIATION.COM/VIRTUAL.

Important Virtual Event Information:
You will get an email on November 15 with information on accessing the virtual event with a magic link, which will be
provided through Expo Pass. If you don’t receive a login link, check your spam folder first. Then contact communications@
georgiaemsassociation.com if needed.
CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS
• EMS CE hours are approved by the Georgia Office of EMS/Trauma.
EMS Sessions are approved as provider hours, instructor hours, or dual credit. Dual credit means the session can be
used for Provider OR Instructor hours, not both. You will have an option to select what type of credit you need on
the session evaluation. This can’t be changed later, so make sure you know what type of credit you need for your
EMS license re-certification when you are taking the courses.
Hours Available:
Provider Only: 9 Instructor Only: 7
Dual (Instructor OR Provider): 4
TOTAL EMS Hours: 20
•

Nursing CE hours are being provided by ASTNA for the virtual conference.
Total Nursing hours available: 20 hours

•

How to get credit: Start and watch a session until the end (remember – you must watch a minimum time of 50
minutes). You also have to fill out a session evaluation or you will not receive credit. Evaluations must be completed
by December 15 at 5 pm to get credit.

•

CE Certificates: You will receive an email with a link to your printable certificate/transcript for all sessions
completed a few weeks after the event closes on Dec. 15.

•

Please note that all sessions will be uploaded to the state GEMSIS system by GEMSA. We will have that completed
by December 23. Please keep a copy of the certificate for your records, but there is no need to upload your sessions.
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VIRTUAL Sessions Available Nov. 15 - Dec. 15
Each session is one hour and you must watch the entire session and fill out the session feedback questions for credit.
You are not allowed to fast forward.

EMS PROVIDER HOURS ONLY

Blunt Cardiac Injury in the Pediatric
Trauma Patient - Jon Johnson

EMS INSTRUCTOR HOURS
ONLY

Provider Pediatrics CE & Nursing: 1 hr

5 Ways to Enhance Affective Domain
Learning in Your Classroom - Travis
Howe

Cardiogenic Shock: The Missing Link Jason Grady

Active Learning Strategies for the EMS
Classroom - Brittany Prater

Provider Cardiovascular CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Dealing with the Law and Lawyers
(Without Stress! Ok, Minimal Stress) Alex Weatherby

Effective Teaching on Shift - Russ Brown

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

DUAL: EMS PROVIDER OR
INSTRUCTOR HOURS

(You have to select the type of credit you
want on the evaluation.)
ECMO: What is it and How Does it
Work? - Dr. Allison Dupont
Instructor CE or Provider Cardio CE & Nursing: 1 hr
The Basics of Burns - Dr. Shawn Fagan
Instructor CE or Provider Trauma CE & Nursing: 1 hr
The Last lecture: Lessons learned in
emergency medicine - Russ Brown
Instructor CE or Provider General CE: 1 hr

Provider General CE & Nursing: 1 hr
Pediatric Patients - Are they different
from adults? - Tina Johnson

Empathy Matters…But Can We Teach
it? - Brittany Prater

Provider Pediatrics CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Pediatric Trauma: Case Studies - Russ
Brown

Setting the Online Environment Up for
Engagement - Brittany Prater

Provider Pediatrics CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Pragmatic 12 Lead EKG’s - Dr. William
Ferguson

So, You Want to Be a Medical Educator
- Russ Brown

Provider Cardiovascular CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Trauma Resuscitation Re-sequenced Russ Brown

Transformer 2.0 for EMS Education Thomas Woodruff

Provider Trauma CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Instructor Only CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Stand Up: Be the Change EMS Needs Travis Howe
Instructor CE or Provider General CE & Nursing: 1 hr

Vascular Zebras - Travis Howe
Provider Cardiovascular CE & Nursing: 1 hr
WTF: What the Fluid? - Jason Grady &
Brandon Carey
Provider Cardiovascular CE: & Nursing 1 hr

CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS BREAKDOWN
Instructor Only Hours Available: 7 hours
Provider Only Hours Available: 9 hours
Instructor Dual Credit or Provider Hours Available: 4 hours

Provider hour categories available include:
General – 3 hours
Cardiovascular – 5 hours
Pediatrics – 3 hours
Trauma – 1 hour

Nursing hours are approved for all sessions listed. Total nursing hours available: 20 hours
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SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Each session is one hour long and you must watch the entire session for credit.
You are not allowed to fast forward.
Instructor or Provider CE Credit Sessions – Must pick one type of credit
Cannot receive credit for both
ECMO: What is it and How Does it Work?

Dr. Allison Dupon
One of the most aggressive and lifesaving interventions that can be performed is extracorporeal membrane oxygenation or
ECMO. This escalation of care should be considered as early as the initial patient contact especially with our sickest and most
compromised patients. It takes a specialized team of experts to initiate and manage ECMO patients, however, the recognition of
its potential need and destination must happen first. From patients needing veno-venous (VV) ECMO to support lung function
to veno-arterial (VA) ECMO taking over heart and lung function to ECMO during cardiac arrest (ECPR), understanding how ECMO
works and the patients who can benefit from it is crucial. As ECMO use expands, EMS is more important than ever to initiate the
appropriate system of care to treat our sickest patients. (Instructor Dual Credit hour or Provider Cardio CE: 1 hour)

The Basics of Burns

Dr. Shawn Fagan
This burn session will look at types of burns from 1st-4th degree, emergent treatment of the acutely burned patient, how to
calculate TBSA (Total Body Surface Area), and how to identify hypertrophic scarring, it’s causes, signs/symptoms and the treatment.
This information will be relevant for instructors to go over with their students on a call they don’t see all the time. (Instructor Dual
Credit hour or Provider Trauma CE: 1 hour)

The Last Lecture: Lessons Learned in Emergency Medicine

Russ Brown
Emergency and pre-hospital medicine is a rewarding but challenging profession. It has been said that working in emergency
medicine is like reading a bunch of short stories every shift. It allows us a glimpse into the vulnerable lives of people. A glimpse
that’s often marred with tragedy, heartache, and death. It can take its toil on us as well. This lecture will be a series of lessons
learned in medicine. Applicable lessons that will hopefully allow us to take better care of our patients, become better clinicians,
and better human beings. (Instructor Dual Credit hour or Provider General CE: 1 hour)

Stand Up: Be the Change EMS Needs

Travis Howe
Yes, YOU! Why not? You’re at an EMS Conference, which already puts you in an elite group of EMS professionals who take the time
to leave their sandbox and invest in themselves and our systems. Regardless of your position or rank, you can be an instrumental
voice for EMS within your county, region, state, or country. Maybe you want to have a hand in protocol development, creating
sustainable systems, or addressing provider mental health. Or maybe you want to speak about your experiences at the next EMS
conference. Whatever your desire, you can do it. Join Travis as he shows you multiple paths to becoming an influential EMS leader
and change agent. Be the change you wish to see. (Instructor Dual Credit hour or Provider General CE: 1 hour)
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Instructor Only CE Sessions
5 Ways to Enhance Affective Domain Learning in Your Classroom

Travis Howe
As EMS educators, it is easy to focus much of our time on the cognitive and psychomotor domains of learning, but it is our affective
lessons that help create emotionally intelligent, professional and humble leaders, who work well with others. This is especially
important in a time of such great change and challenges in our field. Join Travis as he outlines 5 successful and impactful affective
lessons you can use in your next course.

Active Learning Strategies for the EMS Classroom

Brittany Prater
Active learning has recently become a buzz word in education, but what does it really mean? Is active learning really better or is it
just more fun? In this session, we’ll explore the science of active learning and discuss easy to implement active learning strategies
for your classroom.

Effective Teaching on Shift

Russ Brown
Teaching on shift can be difficult. With the multitude of things that compete for our attention, training and instructing your trainee
can be daunting. This lecture will cover a multitude of tips and tricks to maximize you time and get the most of your training.
From setting expectations to giving effective feedback to whiteboard teaching and simulation design this lecture will give you the
confidence you need to make the most out of your EMS training program and give your learner a solid foundation!

Empathy Matters…But Can We Teach it?

Brittany Prater
In this session, we will discuss the science of empathy. We all know that empathy and compassion matter, but what develops (or
decreases) our level of empathy as healthcare providers and human beings? And is empathy something that can be taught?

Setting the Online Environment Up for Engagement

Brittany Prater
Your course’s learning management system can be a shining central hub or a virtual dumping ground for your EMS course or
training program. During 2020, many of us were forced into online education. In this session, we will discuss best practices for
making your online environment conducive to student success, including for 100% face-to-face courses.

So, You Want to Be a Medical Educator

Russ Brown
At some point in your career, you may choose to be a medical educator. But having the clinical knowledge and being able to
teach are different skill sets. This lecture will cover the basics of being a medical educator. Tips and strategies for dealing with the
struggling learner, teaching strategies that are based on cognitive neuroscience, and the one-minute preceptor model of bedside
teaching will be explored in detail. Whether you are a seasoned educator or new to teaching this lecture has something for
everyone. And with better medical education comes better patient care!

Transformer 2.0 for EMS Education

Thomas Woodruff
In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic forced many of us to redefine and restructure our educational institutions. Only innovative
organizations that already had the technology tools and resources in place were able to continue to operate. And as the strain on
our health care systems continued, we saw clinical sites and student field externship opportunities disappear. How do we continue
to train and educate new providers in this new and challenging situation? in this dialogue we discuss technology tools and
resources, educational approaches, innovative training methodologies and alternate clinical and field externship options that are
necessary to continue to function during a pandemic and beyond.
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Provider Only CE Sessions
Blunt Cardiac Injury in the Pediatric Trauma Patient

Jon Johnson
Blunt cardiac injury (BCI) in the pediatric trauma patient is a rare occurrence, however it can have detrimental effects. It is
important to recognize the anatomical differences that may increase the risk of BCI for children. Mechanism of injury plays an
important role in the detection of this type of injury. Through case presentations, the audience will see that there can be a delayed
presentation of symptoms related to BCI, therefore they should be suspicious of subtle signs. (Provider Pediatrics CE: 1 hour)

Cardiogenic Shock: The Missing Link

Jason Grady
Cardiogenic shock (CS) mortality can be as high as 50%. Often by the time CS is recognized, even the most aggressive therapies
can be futile. When EMS anticipates CS early, begins treatment and transports to a center adept at treating CS, the shock death
spiral can be stopped at an appropriate time. When these things do not happen, or inappropriate treatment is given, the mortality
rate of CS will be difficult if not impossible to impact. CS is best treated in a true system of care and EMS is the backbone of that
system and can make the biggest impact. (Provider Cardio CE: 1 hour)

Dealing with the Law and Lawyers (Without Stress! Ok, Minimal Stress)

Alex Weatherby
Through my work representing injured folks and defending professionals, I have become experienced in legal issues medical
professionals regularly face. This includes responding to subpoenas, talking with attorneys, sitting for depositions, and (heaven
forbid) testifying in trial. This presentation includes discussion of those items and includes practical tips that can be implemented
without stress. (Provider General CE: 1 hour)

Pediatric Patients - Are they different from adults?

Tina Johnson
This lecture will review the anatomical and physiological differences between pediatric patients and adult patients. The discussion
will highlight the age/size related differences and how that impacts the prehospital assessment and interventions needed for
these patients. (Provider Pediatrics CE: 1 hour)

Pediatric Trauma: Case studies

Russ Brown
Managing a pediatric trauma call can make even the most seasoned provider nervous. Using real cases, the attendee will have the
opportunity to participate in the cases all while learning the latest evidence-based practices in pediatric trauma care. (Provider
Pediatrics CE: 1 hour)

Pragmatic 12 Lead EKG’s

Dr. William Ferguson
The pragmatic EKG interpretation course will cover basic 12-lead/3-lead interpretations in the setting of the symptomatic patient.
The course will cover a practical application of current trends in therapy based upon the risk-to-benefit for both the beginner in
ACLS care and the experienced provider. The most common pathophysiology of dysrhythmias along with critical/life threatening
mimics of common dysrhythmias will be addressed in a practical/easily useable format. “Too Fast, Too Slow, or ‘Okay-ish’”
(Provider Cardio CE: 1 hour)

Trauma Resuscitation re-sequenced

Russ Brown
This lecture will cover the logistics and strategies of how to manage a crashing trauma patient using real case scenarios. Learn why
blood pressure is not always a good indicator for the crashing patient, team dynamics and how to prepare both cognitively and
materially, the predictors of a physiologically difficult airway, and why circulation sometimes comes before airway!
(Provider Trauma CE: 1 hour)

Vascular Zebras

Travis Howe
Some in the medical field have been taught that, “when you hear hoof-beats behind you, don’t expect to see a zebra.” In other
words, look for or expect the more common and usual, not the rare or surprising, diagnosis. The reality is that sometimes when
you hear hoof-beats, it is a zebra and you better know how to react. As the husband of a Vascular Ehlers Danlos Syndrome (VEDS,)
Travis will give you look at 3 rare vascular diseases and how we can improve our approach as we care for any rare-disease or special
needs patient. (Provider Cardio CE: 1 hour)
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WTF: What the Fluid?

Jason Grady and Brandon Carey
Far too often the accepted first line treatment of hypotension and shock is the administration of IV fluids. Understanding how
fluids can give perceived short-term gains, but long-term losses will help guide how aggressively to initial treat all forms of
shock. As EMS providers, we should treat these critical patients based on the most recent understanding of pathophysiology and
evidence-based medicine. (Provider Cardio CE: 1 hour)

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Russ Brown
Russ Brown is a paramedic and clinical
educator for Southlake Fire Department in
Southlake, TX. He has published numerous
articles in peer reviewed medical journals
and EMS trade magazines. A passionate
medical educator he frequently lectures
at regional, state, and national EMS
conferences around the country. He is
an adjunct faculty member for the Tarrant County paramedic
program in Fort Worth, Texas as well as the founder and lead
instructor for Med Inspired LLC and the creator and host of the
Med Inspired podcast.

Brandon Carey
Brandon Carey is the paramedicine
coordinator and lead instructor for the
Lanier Technical College EMS Education
Program, located in Gainesville, GA. He
also works as a part-time paramedic for
a rural ambulance service, White County
EMS. Brandon has been in the field of EMS
for over 10 years, starting as a volunteer
firefighter/EMT-Intermediate in late 2009. Since then, he
has worked for a wide variety of EMS/fire services, ranging
from urban/metro services to more rural services. Brandon
graduated from Lanier Technical College with an Associate’s in
Paramedicine in 2014. He then graduated with a Bachelor of
Science in Emergency Medical Services from the University of
South Alabama in 2016. He has a passion for helping students
and believes the future of EMS is found in the highest quality
initial and continuing education. His interests include music,
writing, mixed martial arts, and spending time with his wife,
Susanna.

Allison Dupont, MD, FSCAI, FACC
Dr. Allison Dupont’s patients drive her
passion for interventional cardiology.
She treats every patient in her care
as a family member, and she works
with them on how best to reduce their
future risk of cardiovascular disease. Dr.
Dupont is a board-certified cardiologist
in interventional cardiology and
cardiovascular disease. She has a clinical
interest in minimally invasive structural procedures including
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MitraClip and Watchman, and in catheterization techniques
that help reduce complications in high-risk patients. Dr. Dupont
has extensive experience in caring for critical cardiac patients,
including being one of the leaders developing the ECMO
(Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation) program at Northside
Hospital, which will provide state-of-the art technology giving
full lung and heart support to some very critically ill patients.
She has been the local principal investigator in a nationwide
study looking at methods for improving outcomes in patients
with cardiogenic shock. This condition has had a worldwide
mortality rate of around 50%. In her free time, Dr. Dupont
enjoys spending time with her family and their two dogs,
traveling, and spending time on Lake Lanier. She also enjoys
exercise/fitness, reading, and gardening.

Shawn Fagan, M.D., FACS
Dr. Shawn P. Fagan graduated from the
Baylor College of Medicine in 1994, where
he also completed both his general surgery
residency and a two-year basic science
research fellowship in pancreatic islet
cell physiology. He joined the Michael E.
DeBakey Department of Surgery at Baylor
College of Medicine in 2001. In 2005, Dr.
Fagan sought additional subspecialty training in the field of
surgical critical care under the supervision at the University of
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston and Shriners’ Burn Hospital
for Children. He was recruited to the team at Sumner Redstone
Burn Center at Massachusetts General Hospital and Shriners’
Burn Hospital for Children in Boston in 2006. Shortly after, he
was named the Medical Director of both burn centers. In 2015,
he was recruited to join the physicians at the Joseph M. Still
Burn Center at Doctors Hospital in Augusta, GA. He currently
serves as a burn surgeon, critical care intensivist and Chief
Medical Officer.

William Ferguson, M.D.
Dr. William Ferguson started his career at
Charity Hospital of New Orleans in 1993.
After almost 14 years in Emergency Care,
including flight nursing, he transitioned
into Emergency Medicine. He is Director of
the Office of EMS at UAB. However, most
of his time is spent in EMS education.
He runs a free program, Alabama EMS
Challenge, that provides bi-monthly education to paramedics
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
including annual cadaver labs. He is the Medical Director for the
Birmingham Regional EMS System, which has an annual call
volume of almost 200,000 and speaks locally, regionally, and
nationally on EMS topics.

and Practices book. Jon continues to serve his community
as a volunteer firefighter for North Jackson Fire Services, as a
Paramedic for Jackson County Emergency Services, and is a
member of the Georgia EMS Advisory Council.

Jason Grady

Tina Johnson

Jason Grady is the system manager of
emergency cardiac care for Northside
Hospital. He obtained his paramedic
technology degree from Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center in 1997
and is also an adjunct EMS educator at
Lanier Technical College. Jason coordinates
the care, data, and reporting of patients
with STEMI, out of hospital cardiac arrest and cardiogenic shock
from first medical contact to definitive treatment. He has been
involved in implementing and coordinating one of the largest,
most comprehensive STEMI/OHCA systems in the country. His
interests include STEMI, shock, and resuscitation science. Jason
and his wife Juley are the parents of eight children.

Tina Johnson started as an Emergency
Department Nurse in 1992. She then
expanded into a Pediatric Emergency
Department role in 1995 to broaden her
knowledge base. She then began her first
flight job in 1999 in Atlanta. Since that time
Tina has worked with multiple prehospital
and critical care transport teams around
the country in multiple roles. She is heavily involved in ASTNA
and completed a Board of Director at large position as well as
three years as ASTNA President. She continues to function as
the Regional Director for TPATC. Tina is involved in teaching
other educational sources such as AHA classes, STN classes,
ENA classes, ASTNA classes, and GTC/GEMSA Trauma Labs. She
continues to work as a pediatric/neonatal transport clinician
while transitioning into a PI/Stroke Coordinator role.

Travis Howe
Travis Howe is an emergency services
executive, speaker, educator, and advocate
from upstate New York. He is the Executive
Director of Mountain Lakes Regional EMS
Council, and a Deputy EMS Coordinator for
the Warren County Office of Emergency
Services. Travis possesses 22 years of
leadership experience in the volunteer
and career sectors of EMS and 14 years of
experience in the volunteer fire service. He currently volunteers
his time as the New York Assistant Advocacy Coordinator for
NAEMT and is the owner of Emergency Management Matters,
LLC, an emergency services consulting, planning, and conference
management business.

Jon Johnson
Jon has over 20 years serving the EMS
community. He holds a Paramedic
Diploma from Louisiana Technical College,
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Northwestern State University, and a
Master’s in Business Administration from
Louisiana State University. His current role,
Trauma Outreach Coordinator for Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta, provides him the
opportunity to interface with a multitude of different agencies
that transport pediatric patients in to the two Pediatric Trauma
Centers in the Atlanta area. He has experience as a Flight Nurse
in both Fixed wing and Rotor wing platforms. Jon is an author
and contributor for the Transport Provider Advanced Trauma
Course and the Air and Surface Patient Transport: Principles
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Brittany Prater, NRP, BS.Ed, NCEE
Brittany Prater is a paramedic and lead
EMS faculty at Calhoun Community
College in Decatur, AL. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in education with
an emphasis in instructional design.
Brittany is a certified EMS instructor
and a Nationally Certified EMS Educator
through NEMSEC/NAEMSE. She serves as
the primary instructor of many courses at both the EMT and
paramedic level and has taught EMS courses in both traditional
and dual-enrollment classrooms. Her areas of interest include
non-traditional, student-centered learning and the use of
simulation in medical education.

Alex Weatherby
Alex Weatherby is a personal injury lawyer
in Atlanta, Georgia. He makes lives better
with honor, efficiency, and effectiveness.
He specializes in catastrophic injury, truck
accidents, and professional malpractice.
Alex recovers millions of dollars for
genuinely injured folks, and he defends
honorable companies. Recently, he was a
lead attorney in a wrongful death trial that resulted in a verdict
in excess of $27,000,000, which was one of the Top 20 verdicts
in the nation for 2018. Alex went to University of Georgia for
law school and Samford University for undergrad.
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Thomas Frank Woodruff Jr.
Thomas retired from the Douglas County
Fire Department as a firefighter and critical
care paramedic after 28 years serving
the community. His background includes
management positions in private sector
EMS for 13 years. He has been in training/
educator positions throughout his career,
as well as EMS operations, service delivery,
CQI, and human resources. He is the
founder and executive director of Faithful Guardian Training
Center, where they provide initial and continuing education
for EMTs, paramedics, firefighters, and law enforcement. With
a focus on program advancement, curriculum development,
workforce recruitment, and generational learning within a
“student centered” educational environment, he works to create
a value-added vision to every project.
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